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TWO FAMOUS FIGHTERS WHICH PLAYED THE VITAL PART IN THE BATTLE 
OF BRITAIN: THE SPITFIRE AND (ABOVE) THE HURRICANE. 


HAWKER HUNTERS: THESE AIRCRAFT ARE STANDARD DAY INTERCEPTORS 
IN FIGHTER COMMAND SQUADRONS, AND CAN REACH SUPERSONIC SPEEDS. 


THREE GLOSTER JAVELINS. ELECTRONIC AND RADAR DEVICES ENABLE THESE 


FIGHTERS TO OPERATE NIGHT OR DAY IN ALL WEATHERS 


SEEN AGAINST A FITTING BACKGROUND: THE AVRO SHACKLETON, WHICH IS 
IN SERVICE WITH THE R.A.F. COASTAL COMMAND, 


BRITAIN’S ‘‘V’’ BOMBERS: THE VALIANT (TOP), THE VULCAN (CENTRE) AND 
THE VICTOR, THREE FAST, LONG-RANGE BOMBERS. 





THE WESTLAND WHIRLWIND, A HELICOPTER IN SERVICE WITH THE R.A.F 
AND THE ROYAL NAVY. HERE, A RESCUE OPERATION IS IN PROGRESS 


THE R.A.F.’S FORTIETH BIRTHDAY : SOME OF ITS PRESENT AIRCRAFT AND THE FAMOUS SPITFIRE AND HURRICANI 


Forty years ago on April 1 the Royal Air Force was officially formed. During 
these four decades there have been striking advances in aircraft design and 
performance, and during the Second World War the greatly increased import- 
ance of air strength was demonstrated time and again. The striking power 


of the fighting aircraft of the 1914-18 era pales into insignificance beside 


\ 
the 


that of the four-engined bombers, and the Spitfires and Hurricanes of 
Second World War. These, in their turn, having given yeoman service, now 
appear like creatures of a bygone age when compared with the immensely 


powerful jet fighters and bombers of to-day. The constant advance of techno- 
logy and the introduction of nuclear weapons, however, have ushered in yet 
another revolution in the air. No sooner had the R.A.F. become established 
as a first line of defence, it seems, than the death warrant of the modern 
fighter and bomber was signed. The White Paper on Defence last year 
heralded the final chapter in the story of fighting aircraft. The courage 
and skill of pilots and aircrew will in future give way to the technical ability 


1 


required for the development and use of ballistic rockets and missile defence 
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No. 2 SQUADRON . No. 3 SQUADRON No. 4 SQUADRON No. 5 SQUADRON 
FORMED MAY, 1912 FORMED MAY, 1912 FORMED SEPTEMBER, 1912 FORMED JULY, 1914 
; 
No. 12 SQUADRON No. 14 SQUADRON No. 16 SQUADRON 
FORMED FEBRUARY, 1915 FORMED FEBRUARY, 1915 FORMED FEBRUARY, 1915 
“he THE STANDARD OF No. 1 SQUADR( 
AND THE FIRST SQUADRON TO 
No. 25 SQUADRON No. 26 SQUADRON No. 27 SQUADRON STANDAR 
FORMED SEPTEMBER, 1915 FORMED OCTOBER, 1915 FORMED NOVEMBER, 1915 
No. 31 SQUADRON No. 39 SQUADRON No. 45 SQUADRON No. 47 SQUADRON 
FORMED OCTOBER, 1915 FORMED APRIL, 1916 FORMED MARCH, 1916 FORMED MARCH, 1916 
’ 
No, 600 SQUADRON 
FORMED AUGUST, 1925 
No. 100 SQUADRON No. 201 SQUADRON No. 208 SQUADRON 
FORMED FEBRUARY, 1917 FORMED OCTOBER, 1914 FORMED OCTOBER, 1916 
- - — 
THE 40rH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE R.A.F.: A TYPICAL SQUADRON STAND 
April 1 was the fortieth anniversary of the day when the Royal Air Force disbanded. The official scheme for the squadron badges came into existence 
officially came into being. The junior service was thus formed a few in 1936, although many badges had been unofficially adopted before this. 
months before the end of the First World War, in which the Royal Flying The badge is normally displayed in the officers’ mess, and on the aircraft | 
Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service had given gallant and effective of the squadron. It was not until 1943, the R.A.F.’s twenty-fifth anniver- 
service. Above, we illustrate the standard of No. 1 Squadron, the badges sary, that the award of squadron standards was instituted. The standards 
of the next thirty-one squadrons to receive their standards (arranged here are presented <s squadrons complete twenty-five years of service, and were ) 
in approximate numerical order), and the badges of numbers 502, 600, 601, also awarded to squadrons for specially outstanding operations. Later, | 
603 and 605 squadrons of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force, which are now the R.A.F. Regiment and the Royal Auxiliary Air Force became eligible | 





The badges were specially photographed for *‘ The Illustrated Londc 
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No. 11 SQUADRON 
FORMED FEBRUARY. 1915 





No. 8 SQUADRON 


No. 7 SQUADRON 
FORMED JANUARY, 1915 


No. 6 SQUADRON 
FORMED MAY, 1914 


FORMED JANUARY, 1914 





No. 24 SQUADRON 


No. 20 SQUADRON 
FORMED SEPTEMBER, 1915 


No. 19 SQUADRON 
FORMED SEPTEMBER, 1916 


FORMED SEPTEMBER, 1915 





[ADRON, FORMED IN MAY, 1912, 
TO BE PRESENTED WITH A 


‘DARD. 





No. 30 SQUADRON 


No. 29 SQUADRON 
FORMED MARCH, 1915 


No. 28 SQUADRON 
FORMED NOVEMBER, 1915 


FORMED NOVEMBER, 1915 





No. 84 SQUADRON 
FORMED JANUARY, 1917 





No. 70 SQUADRON 


No. 60 SQUADRON 
FORMED APRIL, 1916 


No. 56 SQUADRON 
FORMED. APRIL, 1916 


FORMED JUNE, 1916 





No. 601 SQUADRON 
FORMED AUGUST, 1925 





No. 605 SQUADRON 
FORMED OCTOBER, 1926 


No. 603 SQUADRON 


No. 502 SQUADRON 
FORMED OCTOBER, 1925 


FORMED MAY, 1925 


NDARD, AND BADGES OF SOME SQUADRONS 


The presentation of standards to qualifying squadrons has 
Standards are normally kept cased in the 


Colours, which, 
i to the Elizabeth, said on behalf of her father: 


WHICH HAVE RECEIVED THEIR STANDARDS. 


own flag, the Royal Air Force Ensign. A fitting tribute to the Royal Au 
Force was made when one of the four colours was presented. At the 
presentation ceremony in Hyde Park in 1951, the Queen, then Princess 

‘* . . During the dark days of 1940, 
foyal Air 


for the award. 
been taking place since 1952. 
officers’ mess, and are paraded on ceremonial occasions. 


like standards, are an award of the Sovereign, have been granted 
R.A.F in the United Kingdom, the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, when my people stood alone to defend the cause of freedom, the R: 
Force played the foremost part in turning the tide which led to ultimate 
call for high qualities of endurance and 


No. 1 School of Technical Training, Royal Air Force, Halton, and to the 
Royal Air Force Regiment. The presentations have taken place since 1949. victory. Your duties at all times 
Besides the colours and the squadron standards, the R.A.F. also has its skill, to which must be added the dash and zest of youth.’’ 


London News" by the Air Ministry Photographic Reproduction Branch 
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HEIR PRESUMPTIVE TO THE DANISH THRONE WHO CAME 


Princess Margrethe, eldest of the three daughters of King Frederik and 
Queen Ingrid of Denmark, came of age on April 16 when she celebrated 
her eighteenth birthday. The Princess now takes her seat in the Council 
of State which consists of the King, members of the Cabinet, and the heir 
presumptive. Princess Margrethe, who spent a year at a school in England 
in 1955-56, is, like her mother, a good linguist. She is still following the 
usual Danish school curriculum and, in addition, is receiving special tuition 
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OF AGE ON APRIL 16: H.R.H. PRINCESS MARGRETHE. 


in a number of subjects. The Princess has two particular interests drawing 
and archeology; she has received much encouragement and_ help 
with the latter from her grandfather, King Gustaf of Sweden, who is well 
known as a keen archzologist. In 1953 an amendment to the Danish 
Constitution came into force which admitted the Sovereign's daughters to the 
line of succession ; before this the heir presumptive was the King’s brother, 
Prince Knud. It is over 500 years since Denmark had a ruling Queen. 





